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DEN ENES BROD, den andres dod ér ett uttryck som
nog de flesta kdnner till och gar dven att knyta an till
detta nummers tema; utveckling, stagnation och tillba-
kagang. Tre ord som i mangt och mycket &r relativa
till vad de beskriver samt vem som beskriver det. Be-
roende pa om man tillfragar en judisk bosdttare pa
Véstbanken eller en palestinsk flykting kommer man
fa hora olika svar huruvida situationen kan ses som ett
steg framat eller bakat.

TIDIGARE | AR sldppte organisationen Wikileaks
90 000 hemligstaimplade dokument som behandlade
USA:s krig i Afghanistan. Wikileaks hyllades for sitt
agerande da det menades att det var en utveckling i det
journalistiska arbetet, men &ven gav allmanheten en
inblick i vad den amerikanska krigsmakten verkligen
gjorde i landet. Men organisationen fick dven kritik da
det menades att publicering maste ske under ansvar.
I dokumenten férekom det namn pa flera personer
som samarbetade med USA mot talibanerna och dessa,
menade man, utsattes for fara i och med en oredige-
rad publicering. Wikileaks grundare Julian Assange
besokte i augusti Sverige for att, med vart starka kall-
skydd i atanke, kunna erbjuda dem som bidrar med
dokument ett starkt rattsligt skydd. Ett skydd som
Journalistférbundet och Tidningsutgivarna menar kan
asidoséttas i och med FRA-lagen.

DARFOR AR NOG det kommande riksdagsvalet ett av
de mest spannande pa en lang tid. Opinionsmaétningar
visar att det ar oerhort jamt mellan de tva blocken vilket
gor det extra viktigt att just Du gar till valurnan den 19
september och gor din rost hord. Oavsett vilka partier
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som star som vinnare nar rosterna ar raknade kommer
resultatet att anses som en utveckling, stagnation eller
tillbakagang beroende pa vem man talar med.

I DETTA FULLSPACKADE nummer kan du ldsa en
rapport fran Téllberg Foundation om vattnets politiska
sprangkraft, om ett EU i forfall och en konservatism pa
uppgang. Du kommer dven att fa ta del av tankar och
drommar fran kvinnor pa Vastbanken och hur striden
om naturresurser paverkar kampen for demokrati i
Burma. Du kommer dven att kunna ldsa en recension
av journalisten Lena Sundstréms bok, Virldens lyck-
ligaste folk, i vilken hon har undersokt varfér Dansk
Folkeparti har natt de framgangar de har fatt, samt en
bokrecension av Richard Wilkinsons och Kate Picketts

bok Jamlikhetsanden.
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Nagra Utsikt Varlden-medarbetare:

ERMIS KLEMPETSANIS
Venetiansk grek med svensknorskt
pa modernet som vallats fran
reklamvarlden till den politiska
filosofin av historia och nutid. Du
hittar mig nedgravd i Newsweek
och Foreign Affairs pa kaffebaren
vid tretiden. Om inte dar sa pa
dack, skrinnorna eller skidforet
nagonstans runt Namndofjarden.
Karridren slutar med en bysantino-
log-professur, ett dussin barnbarn
och en outtomlig samling anek-
doter.

CAROLINE TEIR

Laser pa Statsvetenskapliga mas-
terprogrammets IR-inriktning. Hon
har tidigare last genusvetenskap
och ar intresserad av fusionen
mellan genusvetenskapliga och
statsvetenskapliga fragor. | UF har
hon varit aktiv i éver tva ar och
tycker att det har varit en minst
lika bra skola som studierna.
Denna host gér hon sin praktik pa
Utrikesdepartementets EU-enhet;
gruppen for vastra EU och EU:s
framtidsfragor.

ANDREAS JANTVIK GYLLENLID

Andreas studerar nationalekonomi
vid Stockholms universitet och ar
aktiv pa manga hall; han finner
mening i att forsoka forbattra det
han kan pa végen till en doktors-
examen. Nu férbereder han ett

ars vistelse i Sydamerika och ar
alldeles sarskilt intresserad av vat-
ten- och utbildningsfragor.
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The big stage during a session on planetary boundaries. Here Katherine Richardson Christensen from University of
Aarhus, Denmark is talking about the limits of the oceans.

Water to the agenda

Reworking a slow-fuse political bomb - a global
report on water from Leksand

TEXT & FOTO:. ANDREAS JANTVIK GYLLENLID OCH KAAN KORKMAZ

I WOULD LIKE everybody from
now on to raise their glasses whe-
rever they are and proclaim loudly
that this, our clean drinking water,
is a pure luxury for over one billion
people”, says Jan Eliasson, former
Swedish minister of foreign affairs
and president of WaterAid Sweden.
Mr. Eliasson tells us that his many
years in politics, diplomacy and
UN service has convinced him that
improving upon the water challen-
ges is the biggest contribution to
world prosperity anyone can make
today. Mr. Eliasson is one of the
1700 policy makers, entrepreneurs,
scientists, non-profit and corpo-
rate representatives at Rework the

World, a global summit arranged
in Leksand, Sweden by the think-
tank Tallberg Foundation and the
global youth network, YES (Youth
Entrepreneurship & Sustainability).
It is the 2-5th of June and Utsikt
Viérlden is here to report to you the
most relevant issues on the minds
of policy makers today. Although
several important topics are presen-
ted to us, we find, like Mr. Eliasson,
the challenges of efficient water use
and regional water shortages to be
of particular significance.

The UN-Water policy brief
states that water is the single most
important issue at hand today and
that it's the main contributor to the

effects of climate change on the eco-
systems of our planet. According to
another participant at the summit,
Ismail Serageldin, director of the
Library of Alexandria in Egypt,
water is also one of the most high
risk, international political issues
in the long run. Mr. Serageldin has
long been raising the awareness of
politicians to the water challenges
and their political implications.
Here at Rework, he hinted yet
again that the armed conflicts of
this century would be carried out
in order to secure water resources,
as opposed to land or other natural
resources.



THE REGIONAL NATURE of water
increases the risk of conflict, especi-
ally if there is a regional shortage.
According to Ambika Vishwanath,
research analyst at the Strategic
Foresight Group, the solution to
the water in the Middle East lies
first and foremost in diplomacy:
enabling countries that can work
together to do so. The second chal-
lenge, perhaps the hardest, lies in
convincing countries who traditio-
nally have never trusted each other
to show enough acceptance to agree
to work together. Iretomiwa Ola-
tunji at the World Bank Climate
Change Practice, confirms the va-
lidity of these viewpoints for the
regions of Africa.

NONE OF THE water experts we
talk to mention out-right war direc-
tly, but they all recognize the high
potential for political instability. An
example is the Nile, around which
open conflict is on the rise due to
the unequal exploitation, distribu-
tion and control of the river’s water.
The Nile is the second longest river
on our planet and has put nine
countries around its basin in a po-
litical row. Egypt, being highly de-
pendent on the river’s water, has at
times gone as far as threatening with
military action if any of the countri-
es upstream would attempt to limit
the flow of the river’s water.

IT IS CLEAR that water, especially

clean water, is becoming an increa-

singly demanded resource, par-

ticularly in developing countries

with booming population growths
re 272

,nere
riverS that are shared

by more than two
countries. There is
no international law
that governs water
properly and only
one international
treaty dealing with

water.
- Ismail Serageldin, Director,
Library of Alexandria

and lacking infrastructures. We
notice a broad concern among all of
our sources for the low political in-
terest in these severe and far-reach-
ing problems. The water challenges
are all slow-fuse issues, meaning
they will be here today, tomor-
row and the next decade. As such,
improvements need to be gradual
and consistent over a long period of
time. Politicians rather invest their
energy into more bang-for-the-buck
issues, “hot” topics where they can
show quick results in order to secure
votes. The water issues, considering
this, needs then to be raised above
simple party politics and instead
be made an agenda that is right-
fully given great importance to the
well-being of our human world as
a whole. An example of such an
agenda is the world-wide attention
given to greenhouse gas emissions.

WATER SHOULD BE on the mind of
every politician, policy maker, sus-
tainability expert and

environmentalist today. We need
to give the water challenges the
attention they deserve before it is
too late. We need to convince our
decision-makers that, in fact, water
is a matter of great concern, and it
needs to be put on the agenda. PY

The big plenary room.

)e clusion is we
espefately need glo-

bal and international
cooperation around
the formation of new
policies in the area of
water and waste wa-
ter. This is a ticking
bomb.

- Per-Olof Nyquist, Director
Organizational Development at
Cardo AB
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