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Indian  and

decisionmakers. He is the
author of three books on

governance;
on economic and strategic
issues; and hundred of articles
published in periodicals in
Asia and North America.
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Karachi workshop
an “Paradigms of Conflict
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renched 6% growth rate t’mm
1994 to 2000. Sadly, for the last
one year economic growth has
gone down and people are
disappointed. But I think this is a

8‘ . Of course, serious

y inter
relations _department  of
Karachi University. In a
conversation with Political
Economy he talked about
prospects of peace war
between India and Pakistan;
and a number of other issues
Jfacing South Asia in general
and India in particular.
Excerpts follow:

PE: What is the state of
Indian

SW: There are a few trends
emerging in India for the last
decade. The most vhﬂ)le one is

an increasing focus of people on
ecunomlc growth. In the past,
people were happy to get a
government job but there has
been a change since the'90s. This
change cannot be captured
merely in terms of GDP growth
rate, because it is a psychological
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one. Larger numbers of Indians
becoming concerned with the
of economic growth

well. It is about economic
modernisation and integration

Jor Peace Initiatives, uu with the global economy and
institution s0
launching the parties in India-whether they
pr are BIJP or
diplomacy Asia. He & CONSensus on
has facilitated d{alogue the primacy of economic
between Kashmiri leaders and ‘Today, if visit India, the
India's ional litical Dbiggest di would be

parties, as well as bemam

about economic situation—

in the security
environment is not good news
and such an environment can
affect

has been experiencing a
downward trend for the 12

months, and this has a lot to do
wlthmenpenmgnfﬂlelndlan

economy to foreign competition,
China factor and global
recession.

PE: Can you identify any
socio-political changes that
have taken in India?

SW: During the last 12-15
years, India has witnessed a
social democratisation of

More and more casts and
backward communities are

politics.

This is a positive development.
But the biggest concern is
and criminalisation of

the main concern for many
people. But now many
professionals and people

tu are also
entering politics, which is a

PE: Contrary to your claim
of social democratisation of
politics, we see rise of the
BJP. And social

SW: Well, actually the social
democratisation of politics has
affected the foreign policy but
not in that extent. Look at the

approach to the foreign policy
then. So I think we have a hasic
change in the last ten years, but
still we have to go a long way.

About the rise nfBJP there
are a couple of

policy remains

which [ believe many of the

have not understood. The rise of

with corruption. There is, of
course, a section of the public
which subscribes to BIP's
‘communal but we have a
large middle class in Mumbai
‘who supported BIP saying they
tried all other wﬁes s0 why not
give it a chance.

PE: Yet, lndia.n foreign

people may have in a political
set-up the formulation of foreign
policies still remains under the

monopoly of the bureaucracy,
which has traditional interests.
‘What we have found is that

party’s PM is in office,
taken an

political

initiative to find some
breakthrough. It is when the
bureaucracy has been allowed to
run the show, there we have
found the long resistance to make
any kind of by . For
instance, at the time of Lahore
Summit in 1998, there was a

strong resistance from the
bureaucracy but it

giving them consﬁtutionnl

few years. We
had active an jur]k:iar.y getting
involved in the guestion of

are seeing now is not BJP'
foreign policy, but it is a BJP-
Congress combined foreign

PE: Do you think the
POTO ordinance suits

recent
the democratic face of India?
SW: 1 have not read the text
of POTO, but I have seen the
debate on it on TV. I think
because of the atmosphere of
violence in the country, there is a
debate in favour of it. I think
anybody, who believes in civil
‘won't appreciate
PE: How do you view the
growth of Indian electronic
‘media?

taken p]lce so far is lughly

mh\dmherﬂm ﬂle
mind to think about society or
country. Soyonmly]mvenm
Miss India and now
a.'lsn to MI India. Such kind of
media is like drugs. They take
away your immediate of
how to play your role in the
society. media is taking
interest in foreign policy and
‘national ; that is also once
again from entertainment
ive. Agra summit was
one of the casualties of this
dangerous trend in media, where
constant media reporting was just
focussed on clothes and food of
leaders. Media's contribution is
very limited to serious issues.
PE: What is the status of
in India?

SW: There is a great public
demand for accountability in
India. Accountability in public
office is number one priority in
the public mind. A bill is being
discussed for accountability at
top Ieval since 1998, but yet not
. At lower level we have

c]\!el‘ vigilance
ioners very influential by

made

problem is challenge.
is a lot of discussion going on,
think nobody has found an

if corruption in India is not
eradicated then maybe the
Chinese model of corruption
would be preferred rather than
the Indian one. Even though in
China there is vast corruption
people usually have become
tolerant to it there is a

you have to pay this amount
extra so you don_': have to go

Jihadis to grow and you are
doing to stop them. It is
not that they have an anti-
Pakistan feeling. I don't think
anybody is advocating war. If
violence is reduced in practical
sense, | am certain that a vast
‘majority of Indians will push the
government towards peace.

isa very
interest in India in favour of .
reconciliation with Pakistan. i
PE: How do you view'
prospects of war and peace
between Pakistan and India?
SW: In my view, we can have
a positive vision or a negative
vision. Our positive vision will
have to focus on increasing the
standard of living of our masses.
]zwillluvewdivenlnmm
and attention to
capita income from less eh,an
pmmnmsz,ouu
the income of

have to have a growth rate of =
10% for at least 10 years in both |

‘Whereas,
in India the problem is not only
that you have to pay but also you
pay in such a manner that the

pressure
on the Indian government
from of view to
improve relations with
Pakistan?

SW: There has been a certain
pressure coming up to the Indian
state in the last 2-3 years from
business interest in favour of
improving relations with
: , 1 will go on to
say there has been some
business interests behind the

ore agenda There has not
orientation of

l.hem.idr]le in favour of ‘just
go ahead with peace’ but there is
also business interest that has
been driving for peace.
m:lmblm:sﬂmwheﬂm’
you like it or not there is a feeling
in India that you have allowed

worry about events of 1947 b
1971 or 1999 and not r.hg

prospects for 2002, 2010 or |
2020. It will heighten emotions |

also for the US and other
countries of the world to decide
which vision to support. The |
prospects of war and peace
depend on the contest of two
visions. If the positive vision
wins, peace will be feasible. If the
nemvevhon wins, war may be



